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Vehicle Registration for Ukrainian plated vehicles in the UK  
 
Registering a foreign plated vehicle is separate to the process of applying for an 
extension under Temporary Admission. Applying via C110 for import duty relief 
does not exempt you from registering a vehicle with the DVLA after six months.   
 
You can only continue to use a vehicle with foreign number plates without registering it in 
the UK if all the following apply:  
 

• you are visiting and do not plan to live here; 

• the vehicle is registered and taxed in its home country; and 

• you only use the vehicle for up to 6 months in total - this can be a single visit, or 
several shorter visits over 12 months.  

 
 
How do you register a Ukrainian plated vehicle? 
  
Step 1: Paying Value Added Tax (VAT) & Duty  
 
When a vehicle is brought into the UK permanently, import duties are usually payable. 
However, in some cases, relief can be claimed. HMRCs guidance on claiming relief from 
import duties on a vehicle can be found here: Bringing personal items to the UK if you’re 
coming from Ukraine - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
   
HMRC has agreed that Ukrainian arrivals under the Ukrainians Visa Scheme can 
temporarily bring a vehicle into the country for their personal use with full relief from 
import duties for up to three years under the Temporary Admission procedure.  
 
If your vehicle will be staying in the UK for longer than six months, you can apply to HMRC 
for the relief under Temporary Admission for up to three years by completing a C110 form 
available at: Tell HMRC about the temporary arrival of a non-UK private motor vehicle for 
personal use (C110) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  
 
 
Step 2: Vehicle Assessment  
 
Vehicle assessment and registration is separate to the process of paying VAT and 
duty on a foreign plated vehicle. Even where a C110 exemption is provided, a 
foreign plated vehicle must still complete the UK registration process.  
 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bringing-personal-items-to-the-uk-as-a-ukrainian-refugee
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bringing-personal-items-to-the-uk-as-a-ukrainian-refugee
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fgbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps*3A*2F*2Fwww.gov.uk*2Fgovernment*2Fpublications*2Fimport-and-export-temporary-admission-notice-of-arrival-of-a-non-eu-private-motor-vehicle-c110%26data%3D05*7C01*7CGwen.Evans*40levellingup.gov.uk*7Ca7a866c7e9e34d57c28008dab11fbf60*7Cbf3468109c7d43dea87224a2ef3995a8*7C0*7C0*7C638017047461323769*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C%26sdata%3DwHWQtB74tH44ZukdaWEzNVKHIPJPJBarRF6ReGpoGBY*3D%26reserved%3D0__%3BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!HEBAkwG3r5RD!5XnGlMkXfhN1CGCnh1cW8kKjTNzmpBMIH2IWVzDpJfTqehKFkWOmS4jg9E32OWaV_NTmF_GJTNL0Dg6y756GxCnyT3G7YEUZ1WV_Kw%24&data=05%7C01%7CShahreena.Coker%40dft.gov.uk%7C6397ed06d12242f3914b08dab1cbe7c6%7C28b782fb41e148eabfc3ad7558ce7136%7C0%7C0%7C638017786593273865%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xhY6YuQSt5UNu5aITbLQ2ESHCPV7BwGKrQdZwkNCUUg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/import-and-export-temporary-admission-notice-of-arrival-of-a-non-eu-private-motor-vehicle-c110
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/import-and-export-temporary-admission-notice-of-arrival-of-a-non-eu-private-motor-vehicle-c110
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To register a foreign plated vehicle, it must first be assessed for roadworthiness. There 
are two different processes to do this, depending on the type of vehicle brought into the 
UK. Approval for EU compliant vehicles, and approval for non-EU compliant vehicles.  
 
How to tell if a vehicle is EU compliant or not EU compliant: an EU compliant vehicle 
will have a plate or sticker on the vehicle, which will have the manufacturers name, and 
underneath this the EU type approval number (starting ‘e’ e.g., e1*2007/46*2341), below 
which is the vehicle’s 17-digit VIN.  
 
EU compliant vehicles: if you have a vehicle that is EU compliant and you have access 
to the EU Certificate of Conformity (www.gov.uk/guidance/certificate-of-conformity-for-
new-vehicles), then you must submit the relevant documents to the Vehicle Certification 
Agency (VCA) who will undertake a “GB conversion IVA” (IVA stands for Individual 
Vehicle Approval):  
 

• Evidence of alterations to a vehicle may be necessary to ensure compliance with 
the UK Construction and Use legislation, and the Road Vehicles Lighting 
Regulations.  

• A list of the requirements, procedures involved and necessary forms can be found 
on the www.gov.uk website – section entitled: A guide to GB Conversion IVA and 
follow the instructions for “If the vehicle’s registered in the EU.”  

• Contact the Vehicle Certification Agency (VCA) if you’re unsure whether your 
vehicle qualifies for GB conversion IVA or have a query on the process: 
vehicleimporting@vca.gov.uk.   

 
Once all of all necessary paperwork and the appropriate administration fee of £100 has 
been received, the VCA will issue a certificate that can then be presented to the Driver 
and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) in support of the request for UK registration (see 
Step 3).  
 
Non-EU compliant vehicles: if your vehicle is not EU compliant, and is under 10 years 
old, you will need to apply for an Individual Vehicle Approval (IVA) certificate from the Driver 
and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA), there is an application fee of £199. Owners of 
motorcycles will need to apply for Motorcycle Single Vehicle Approval (MSVA). The DVSA 
will then arrange for a physical inspection of your vehicle although before the test you 
should examine the manual which is online and make any modifications required in order 
to meet UK standards.  
 

• Information on this process can be found here: Vehicle approval: Individual Vehicle 
Approval - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). 

• To start this process and arrange this inspection download and fill in 
the IVA application form for your type of vehicle.  

• Please contact the DVSA if you need help with IVA or MSVA: 
enquiries@dvsa.gov.uk. 

  
Once this process is completed the DVSA will then issue an IVA certificate that can then 
be presented to the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) in support of the 
request for UK registration (see step 3).  
 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/certificate-of-conformity-for-new-vehicles
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/certificate-of-conformity-for-new-vehicles
https://www.gov.uk/importing-vehicles-into-the-uk/mutual-recognition
mailto:vehicleimporting@vca.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-approval/individual-vehicle-approval
https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-approval/individual-vehicle-approval
https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-approval/individual-vehicle-approval-application-forms
mailto:enquiries@dvsa.gov.uk
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However, if your vehicle is over 10 years old, then you must instead apply for an MOT. 
This can be arranged with any registered MOT provider and once completed and passed, 
you should be issued with a certificate that can also be presented to the DVLA (step 3).  
 

• For guidance on booking an MOT please see gov.uk guidance here: 
https://www.gov.uk/getting-an-mot/booking-an-mot.  

• Please note that alterations may be required to your vehicle to pass an MOT test.  
 

Only once a vehicles roadworthiness if proved, can a foreign plated vehicle then be 
registered.  
  
  
Step 3: Registering with the DVLA  
Once you have received the necessary certificates from either the VCA, DVSA or MOT 
certificate, you can apply to the DVLA to register your vehicle for UK number plates. The 
cost to register a vehicle is £55, plus the appropriate rate of vehicle tax.   
 

• You can do this by following the guidance and filling out the V55/5 form here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/register-a-used-vehicle-for-the-first-
time-v555.  

• If you have any questions the DVLA have a dedicated team that can respond to 
questions regarding the process via the e-mail address: 
vehiclepolicytriage@dvla.gov.uk. Please include “Application to Register a 
Ukrainian Vehicle” in the subject heading of your email.  
  

It can take up to six weeks for your registration certificate (V5C) to arrive. This certificate 
will allow you to have your UK number plates made up.   
 
All of the three steps must be completed if you want to continue to use a foreign 
plated vehicle in the UK after six months use in total in any 12-month period.  
 
  
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/getting-an-mot/booking-an-mot
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/register-a-used-vehicle-for-the-first-time-v555
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/register-a-used-vehicle-for-the-first-time-v555
mailto:vehiclepolicytriage@dvla.gov.uk

